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Parandra araucariae Gressitt is recorded from Norfolk Island for the first ime. Araucaria
heterophylla (Salisb.) Franco is confirmed as a larval host of P. aravcariae. The current
distribution of the genus Parandra in the Australasian region is related to the distribution of
the plant genus Araucaria and to the palacogeography of the region. [[] Coleoptera,
Cerambycidae, Parandra, Norfalk Island, vew record.
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Parandra frenchi Blackburn is the only species
of Parandra described from Australia and its
lerritorial islands. Several species are present in
Ncew Guinea, and adjoining islands and in the
island groups of Fiji and New Caledonia
(Arigony, 1984; Bigger & Schoficld, 1983). In
the early 1970°s the collections of both the
Forestry Commission of New South Wales in
Sydney (FCNT) and the Australian National In-
sect Collection in Canberra (ANIC) acquired
female specimens of a small Parandra from Nor-
folk Istand, 1200km east of Brisbane. These have
now been identified as females of Parandra
araucariae Gressit, a species formerly only
known from New Guinea and Normanby 1s., off
Lhe south-east coast of New Guinea (Bigger &
Schofield, 1983; Gressiu, 1959)

OBSERVATIONS

MATERIAL EXAMINED

Norfolk Island: Taylors Rd, 1 Feb 1973, K. Clarke, cx.
Norfolk Island Pine sawn timber, 3F, FCNI; Dec 1984,
M. Jowett, F, ANIC: Mar 1971, ‘Donated by residents
of the island’, F, ANIC: Botanic Garden, May 1984, L,
Hill, ANPWS, F, ANIC: R. Paton, 7 Fcb 1980,
Araucaria log, F, ANIC: R. Paton, 7 Feb (980, in
fungus, F, ANIC; R, Paton, 5 Feb 1980, at light, F,
ANIC.

New Guinea: NE, Wum, Upper Jimmi Valley, 840m,
JL. Gressitt, 16 Jul 1955, IM - paratype, ANIC, Wau,
fl. Ohlmus, Dec 1974, 1M, 1F, ANIC; Northern Dis-
rict, Bulolo, ¢. 638m, B.B. Lowery, 15 Jul 1970 to 4
Jin 1971, at light, 2F, ANIC.

REMARKS

Nine specimens (all females) from Norfolk Is-
land and five from Ncw Guinca (2 males and 3
females) were available for swudy, Female P.

araucariae sppear 1o be highly variable in size
ranging in body length from 8.7 to 17.5mm and
maximum width (2.5 to 5.6mm) (Table 1 and
Gressitt 1959). Specimens examined frum Nor-
folk Island fall within the lower end of both of
theseranges and are generally smaller using other
criteria (Table 1). All specimens fit the original
description in other respects.

DISCUSSION

HOST ASSOCIATION

Gressitt {1959) recorded the male and female
type specimens ‘on felled Araucaria’ and vther
female material ‘on Arawcaria’. Gressitt gave no
indication whether these speeimens were reared
from Araucaria imber or just found on timber.
Gressitt and Homabrook (1977) noted that ‘The
genus Parandra is associated with Araucaria
trees in New Guinea’. Four specimens of P.
araucdrige collected from Norfolk Island were
actually collected in Araucuria heterophyliv
(Salisb.) Franco timber or reared Irom stlored
umber, confirming the genus Araucariu as hosts
of P. arascuriae. One specimen was recorded 'in
[unknown] fungus’ but it is not clear whether this
specimen was feeding on or in the fungus or
whether it was in the decayed timber associated
with a sapruphytic fungus on A. hererophylia.

The locations provided by Gressitt (1959) and
given for specimens in The ANIC from New
Guinca fit within the distribution of both A. cun-
ninghamii D. Don and A, hunsteinii K, Schum.,
the two species of Araucaria present in New
Guinea (Enright, 1982). It is therefore not pos-
sible to determine which species of Araucaria
was the host.
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